Ice is smoother than the pavement. When you step on
ice, there is little friction to hold your foot firm. To make
matters worse, the rubbing of the shoe melts a little of
the ice. The drops of water on the ice make the friction
still less. The sole of your shoe is no longer held down by
friction. You slip and slide. Why do people put sawdust
or ashes on ice?
A waxed floor also is very smooth. It has almost no
friction. That is why a waxed floor is easy to dance on
and hard to walk on. A bathtub, too, is rather smooth.
When it is dry, it is not very slippery. When it is wet,
there is a thin layer of water between the tub and your
feet. There is practically no friction to hold your feet
to the tub. That is why it is easy to slip and hurt your-
self in a wet tub or on the floor of a shower room.
Every slippery place, like every other dangerous place,
should be a warning: "Take care!"
8. Alcohol. Alcoholic drinks cause many accidents. In
one city alone, during a recent year, 1000 pedestrians
who were hurt in automobile accidents were reported as
intoxicated. "Physical defect" and "driver asleep" were
each reported less than one tenth as frequently as "driver
intoxicated." One sixth of the causes for taking away
drivers' licenses in one state were stated as "driving while
intoxicated." Alcohol makes a person act less quickly
than he usually does. That is one reason why accidents
are more likely to happen when a driver has been drink-
ing alcoholic beverages. He does not see danger quickly.
He does not act quickly after he sees the danger. Any-
thing that makes a person careless, inattentive, or slow
to act in case of danger may be the cause of a serious
accident.
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